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Queries  

¶ How do I settle into worship so that it 

deepens the silence for everyone pre-

sent?   

¶ Do I enter into worship expecting a 

gathered meeting? 

¶ Does my presence help to create the 

sacred space and ôstate of conscious-

ness in which hearts and wills are 

opened and unitedõ?  Do I help to build 

our corporate experience of the Light?  

Advices 

In the Quaker practiceécomes special 

times when an electric hush and solemnity 

and depth of power steals over the wor-

shippers. A blanket of divine covering 

comes over the room, and a quickening 

Presence pervades us, breaking down some 

part of the special privacy and isolation of 

our individual lives and bonding our spir-

its...  Thomas Kelly, the Gathered Meeting 

When we have once entered into that ex-

perience of communion, we realize that we 

did not create it through our action of wor-

ship; all we did was to enter a reality which 

has always been there from the beginning 

of time, waiting for us to join it, for "In the 

beginning was the Word." Devout souls 

across history have experienced this reali-

tyé It is always here within us and beside 

us, available to us as an invisible steam 

into which we can step at any time. The 

heart of worship is communion with this 

invisible but eternal stream of realityé 

William Taber, Four Doors to Meeting for 

Worship  

This experience of being united with a 

group which is "waiting on the Lord" can 

be described in many ways, even though 

no single one of them is adequate alone, 

and even though no single person will ex-

perience all of them, at least in the same 

meeting. For many people it feels like hav-

ing been lifted or expanded into another 

state of consciousness which enjoys an in-

ward, effortless quietness. At the same 

time the mind slows down into a reverie-

like state, akin to, though not quite the 

same, as the reverie one falls into when 

sitting by the seashore or by a mountain 

stream, when time drops away or becomes 

irrelevant. Some may experience this as an 

effortless flow of images across the mind, 

which pauses now and then with an image 

which seems to have special significanceé 

Or we may be drawn into an effortless 

flow of prayer. .. William Taber, Four 

Doors to Meeting for Worship 

 ñContinued on page 3. 
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Upcoming Events: 

§ April 23, 2016, 8:30 am-5:00 pm: 

Quarterly Meeting Spring Fellow-

ship, Claremont Meeting 

§ May 1, 2016, 12:00: Stanley 

Chagala will speak about a lead-

ing for pastoral care 

§ May 7, 2016 (Saturday, 9:00-

4:00): Adult Education: Diego 

Navarro, incoming PYM Clerk, 

leads workshop òLiving Our Lives 

in Worshipó 

§ May 15, 2016, 8:30 am: Adult 

Education Reading Group 
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Friendly Notes 

welcomes 

submissions by 

Friends.  A 

quotation, poem or 

short essay that 

speaks to you in 

your spiritual 

journey, or 

something that you 

have written 

yourself, can enrich 

others seeking the 

Light.  Please give a 

copy to the Editor, 

Friendly Notes, by 

email  

(rebeccatillberg@ya

hoo.com) or in 

written form at 

Meeting.  

Meeting for Worship on the Occasion 
of Business 
 
Attending:  Carol Tantau, Richard Cham-
berlain, Wendy Christensen, Tim Vree-
land, Judith Searle, Cynthia Cuza, Jan 
Bartholomew, Curtis Raynor, Kim O'Bri-
en, Richard Shaw, Cindy Waite, Arpi 
Simonian, Simon Simonian, Margaret 
Hutchinson, Kate Watkins-Shaw, Ann 
Fuller 
 
Meeting began in silent worship on the 
queries and advices on peace.  A Friend 
spoke of how peace and the cessation of 
violence has guided their life choices.  
Although peace begins within ourselves, 
we are called to become aware of how 
our actions may be divisive.  The peace 
testimony is only fulfilled when we not 
only live our lives in peace, as the major-
ity of people cannot, but when inequali-
ty and injustice are ended, and power is 
taken away from those who oppress.  A 
Friend spoke to the need for schools, 
throughout the world, to teach children 
the skills of living in peace. 
 

Rep Com ς Kate reported for Sarah 

Rose that because of insufficient volun-
teers, we incurred additional expenses 
for catering, which was not covered by 
donations.  We also paid for one motel 
room.  Kate tested the sense of the 
meeting that we cover the expenses, 
referring the specific budgeting to Fi-
nance Committee. 
 
03-16-01 Meeting approves covering 
the expenses incurred for hosting Pacific 
Yearly Meeting's Representative Com-
mittee Meeting that are over and above 
the amount collected in donations, and 
directs Finance committee to determine 
where to put this in the budget. 
 

Ad Hoc Lease Committee ς Carol Tan-
tau reported that the committee has 
been meeting regularly, twice with the 
prospective tenants in the last month.  
The possibility of retaining a Friend in 

Residence by building an additional FIR resi-
dence on the property has been researched 
and discussed.  The prospective tenant is 
agreeable to this as long as it meets  city 
regulations.  The committee recommends al-
locating $4000 to the House budget to cov-
er researching the costs of adding space on 
the property, possibly above the library.  If 
the tenants include this in their plans, we 
would avoid the $20,000 cost of a separate 
additional Conditional Use Permit.  Agree-
ment to further explore this does not bind us 
to proceed with the construction of a FIR res-
idence.   Friends spoke to the value of a 
Friend in Residence for security, especially 
on weekends.  In response to Friends' ques-
tions, Carol confirmed that the tenants have 
no objection to a Friend living on the prop-
erty, and that this does not conflict with reg-
ulations for a school.  The Clerk called for 
silent worship.   
 
03-16-02 Meeting approves transferring 
$4,000 to House Committee from capital 
reserves to cover the costs of studies, permits 
and plans, in order to explore adding addi-
tional space on the property to accommo-
date a Friend in Residence. 
 
A Friend brought a concern that it is difficult 
to reach decisions when the meeting commu-
nity does not have the personal relationship 
with the prospective tenants.  Carol reported 
that through meetings, which the tenants 
made efforts to attend, even at 8 a.m., and 
working with the architect, an open relation-
ship has been developed.  The committee is 
asked to explore how the whole community 
could get to know the prospective tenants 
better.  A Friend spoke to their distress at 
the suspicion expressed toward the tenants 
at the only meeting we have had with them. 
 

Finance Committee ς Richard Chamberlain 

brought a request from the committee to 
transfer the $3,400 surplus to capital re-
serves. 
 
03-16-03  Meeting approves the transfer of 
the 2015 budget surplus to capital reserves. 
 

Worship and Ministry ς Cynthia Cuza read 


