Lighting Candles in the Dark
Prepared by the Religious Education Committee of Friends General Conference.
Reprinted by Quaker Press of FGC, 2001
This collection of 45 short stories, by authors as diverse as Victor Hugo and the committee itself,
not only teaches Quaker values but shows how they apply to real life experiences. They are grouped
under five values: 1) Courage and Nonviolence, 2) The Power of Love, 3) Acts of Loving Service, 4)
Fairness and Equality and 5) Belonging and Care of the Earth. Each story illustrates a positive use of
these Quaker values, and they are both interesting and upbeat. These stories may be incorporated
into a number of different first day school curricula for children between the ages of 7 and 12.
For More Information:
You can get Lighting Candles in the Dark from Quakerbooks of FGC.

Lighting Candles in the Dark Study Guide
Questions and Activities for Teachers and Parents of Children 2nd Grade-High
School. By Donna Bisset, Robin Wells & Marlou Carlson of the FGC RE Comm.
Published by Quaker Press of FGC, 2001
As a First Day School teacher I am so glad to see a current study guide for this treasured storybook
collection. The study guide provides discussion questions, activity suggestions, and biblical
references for each of the stories. Each lesson may be used independently or in concert with the
other stories in its section.
A unique aspect of the study guide is that the authors enable teachers to provide continuity between
stories by suggesting an ongoing activity that can be used with each of the five sections of the book.
For the section on "Courage and Nonviolence," children are introduced to the practice of writing
queries; for the section on "The Power of Love," children are introduced to journaling; for the
section on "Acts of Loving Service," suggestions are given for service projects; for the section on
"Fairness and Equality," the suggestion is made that the children create a display that uses the
historic testimonies as a daily guide; and finally for the section on "Belonging and Care of the
Earth," there are activities that focus on testimonies that have arisen in recent years. Activities within
each lesson have a lot of variety: puppet plays, art, cooking, crafts, puzzles, games, letter writing,
service.
Teachers at all grade levels will find lots to do with young people to complement the concepts
presented in the stories. Teachers working with younger children may find the suggested questions
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for each story need paraphrasing; however, the questions are varied in their type and elicit cognitive
responses requiring simple observation to abstract reasoning.
Looking for more to do with your classes besides telling the stories? Pick up this study guide. You
will enjoy it.
For More Information:
You can get the Lighting Candles in the Dark Study Guide from Quakerbooks of FGC.
This document was downloaded from the website
of Friends General Conference. Explore the many
resources and opportunities we offer for Quakers,
Quaker meetings, and all interested individuals. Go
to www.fgcquaker.org.
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