Report of the YAF Consultation on Cross-branch Inter-visitation Among Friends

November 5-7, 2010

Twenty-five young adult Friends from across the country and spectrum of Quakers gathered for a consultation on cross-branch inter-visitation among Friends. Our group consisted of 15 women and 10 men from 18 yearly meetings. A pastoral care team of five elders (of varying ages) from across the branches held us throughout the weekend. We brought letters of support from the clerks of our monthly meetings, and felt the love and prayers of Friends who were holding us in the Light. 

The consultation was an opportunity for us to share with one another the types of inter-visitation we are already doing formally and informally, and discern if there was a leading for YAFs to be intentional in finding ways to encourage, create guidelines, and help YAFs travel in the ministry of inter-visitation among the branches of Friends.  

We recognized that YAFs had been doing inter-visitation for the past five years (and some before that), through the World Gathering of Young Friends, YAF conferences, YouthQuake, the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage, the QUIP Youth Book project, individual calls to travel among Friends, Quaker college exchanges, work camps, and in many other ways. Some Friends struggled with how to integrate these experiences of inter-visitation into their home monthly meetings. Others talked about doing the inter-visitation with or supported by their meetings. 

We began to see how our experiences with inter-visitation could be a helpful resource to our monthly and yearly meetings. Some Friends feel ready to bring their experiences to their home meetings and encourage more inter-visitation in their region.  Other Friends talked about being a contact person in their own monthly or yearly meeting so that Friends who were interested in doing inter-visitation could contact them for support in that process. Three Friends have energy to write advices for others interested in doing inter-visitation. A few Friends are interested in developing a website promoting intervisitation. As a body, we created lists of ways we prepare to be visitors and hosts that may also be an online resource. During our last session, we looked at ways we could ground our efforts and seek support in our monthly meetings.

Throughout the weekend, we saw that participating in the consultation was also doing cross-branch inter-visitation.  Different Friends invited us into worship by sharing meaningful practices of their own faith traditions. We found prayers, songs and silence to be helpful in settling into worship.  During our time together we sang songs and hymns that some of us knew and others had never heard before. We played games, held meeting for worship with attention to business, and participated in worship sharing. At times, we struggled with language and how certain words have different meanings for each of us. When conflict arose, the pastoral care team supported us in being with the tension and moving towards healing together. We were the hosts and the visitors. We were the body, listening for God’s guidance. During worship, a Friend shared that our different journeys are an important part of our rich diversity and that unity is a gift given to us by the Spirit (Acts 2:1-13) rather than something we can create (Genesis 11:1-9). Another person voiced that we are trying to know one another in God’s love, and inter-visitation is simply a tool for experiencing that love. 

It was a blessed gathering. Though there was not clarity for a collective action moving forward, many seeds were planted, and others were watered and nurtured. Together we envisioned a Quakerism where Friends grow up knowing and loving one another, and the impact that would have on the Religious Society of Friends and the world. During the weekend, by loving and supporting one another, by feeling the presence of God’s love among us, we took another step towards that vision. 
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