AFSC NOMINATES SCHOLAR-ACTIVIST GENE SHARP FOR 2009 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

Philadelphia (February 3) – The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a Quaker peace and social justice organization, has nominated Gene Sharp for the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of his lifelong work of studying and promoting the power of nonviolent action to resist oppression and aggression.  Countless democratic opposition movements worldwide have used his findings to improve social and political conditions in their countries.

Now 80, Sharp has devoted more than 50 years to studying nonviolent action, documenting the strategies employed for nonviolent transformation, analyzing how they have operated, and making the results of his research accessible to the widest possible audience.  Holding advanced degrees from Ohio State and Oxford Universities, Sharp is one of the founders of the academic discipline of peace and conflict studies.  A professor emeritus of political science at the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, for nearly 30 years Sharp held a research appointment at Harvard University’s Center for International Affairs.  He continues his research and writing as Senior Scholar at the Albert Einstein Institution (AEI) (http://www.aeinstein.org), a nonprofit organization he founded in 1983 to advance the study and use of strategic nonviolent action in conflict situations around the world.

A major theorist of nonviolent action, Sharp is probably best known for publishing a shelfful of books and monographs, most notably The Politics of Nonviolent Action (1973)(immediately recognized as the definitive work on nonviolent struggle and that continues to be widely used), From Dictatorship to Democracy (1993), and Waging Nonvioent Struggle (2005)(hailed as “the practitioners’ handbook for the 21st century nonviolent movement” by scholar-activist Elise Boulding).  Translated into more than 45 languages, many of his works can be downloaded directly from the AEI website.  They have influenced social activists in Eastern Europe, the Middle East, Latin America, Russia, Burma, and Zimbabwe to help realize positive political change nonviolently.

Although himself a pacifist, Sharp emphasizes that nonviolent action can be employed even by those who are not committed to pacifism as a moral principle.  “Nonviolent struggle can be practiced by imperfect people in an imperfect world, who are nevertheless able to act without use of violence.  Such means are available to all people who share a desire for justice, freedom, and peace.  While few individuals are able to ‘turn the other cheek’ in the spirit of love and forgiveness, many more are able to understand that for their particular objectives nonviolent action offers the best chances of success.

In 1947, AFSC, along with the British Friends Service Council received the Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of Quakers worldwide for humanitarian service during and after two World Wars.  AFSC has its international headquarters in Philadelphia and offices in 22 countries.   Its programs emphasize the inherent dignity and worth of all people.

